Tuesday, January 19, 2021 Disappearing Earth
by Julia Phillips
One August afternoon, two sisters—Sophia, eight, and
Alyona, eleven—go missing from a beach on the farflung Kamchatka Peninsula in northeastern Russia. Taking us through the year that follows, Disappearing
Earth enters the lives of women and girls in this tightly
knit community who are connected by the crime: a witness, a neighbor, a detective, a mother. We are transported to vistas of rugged beauty—open expanses of
tundra, soaring volcanoes, dense forests, the glassy seas
that border Japan and Alaska—
and into a region as complex as it
is alluring, where social and ethnic tensions have long simmered,
and where outsiders are often the
first to be accused. In a story as
propulsive as it is emotionally
engaging, Julia Phillips's powerful
novel brings us to a new understanding of the intricate bonds of
family and community, in a Russia unlike any we have seen before.
Tuesday, February 16, 2021 The Last Romantics
by Tara Conklin
When the renowned poet Fiona Skinner is asked
about the inspiration behind her iconic work, The
Love Poem, she tells her audience a story about
her family and a betrayal that reverberates through
time. It begins in a big yellow house with a funeral,
an iron poker, and a brief variation forever known
as the Pause: a free and feral summer in a middle-class Connecticut
town. Caught between the predictable life they once led and an uncertain future that stretches before
them, the Skinner siblings—fierce
Renee, sensitive Caroline, golden
boy Joe and watchful Fiona—
emerge from the Pause staunchly
loyal and deeply connected. Two
decades later, the siblings find themselves once
again confronted with a family crisis that tests the
strength of these bonds and forces them to question the life choices they’ve made and ask what,
exactly, they will do for love.

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 Miracle Creek by
Angie Kim
How far will you go to protect your family? Will you keep
their secrets? Ignore their lies? In a small town in Virginia, a
group of people know each other because
they’re part of a special treatment center, a
hyperbaric chamber that may cure a range
of conditions from infertility to autism. But
then the chamber explodes, two people die,
and it’s clear the explosion wasn’t an accident.
A powerful showdown unfolds as the story
moves across characters who are all maybe
keeping secrets, hiding betrayals. Chapter
by chapter, we shift alliances and gather evidence: Was it
the careless mother of a patient? Was it the owners, hoping
to cash in on a big insurance payment and send their daughter to college? Could it have been a protester, trying to
prove the treatment isn’t safe? Drawing on the author’s own
experiences as a Korean-American, former trial lawyer, and
mother of a “miracle submarine” patient, this is a novel
steeped in suspense and igniting discussion.
Tuesday, April 20, 2021 Little Fires Everywhere
by Celeste Ng
In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned—from the layout of the winding roads, to the colors of the houses, to the successful
lives its residents will go on to lead. And no one embodies
this spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding
principle is playing by the rules. Enter Mia Warren—an
enigmatic artist and single mother—who arrives in this
idyllic bubble with her teenaged daughter Pearl, and rents a
house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia
and Pearl become more than tenants: all
four Richardson children are drawn to
the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past and a
disregard for the status quo that threatens to upend this carefully ordered
community. When old family friends of
the Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a custody battle erupts that dramatically divides the town—and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Elena is
determined to uncover the secrets in Mia’s past. But her
obsession will come at unexpected and devastating costs.

Tuesday, May 18, 2021 The River by Peter
Heller
Wynn and Jack have been best friends since freshman
orientation, bonded by their shared love of mountains,
books, and fishing. Wynn is a gentle giant, a Vermont
kid never happier than when his feet are in the water.
Jack is more rugged, raised on a ranch in Colorado
where sleeping under the stars and cooking on a fire
came as naturally to him as breathing.
When they decide to canoe the Maskwa
River in northern Canada, they anticipate
long days of leisurely paddling and picking blueberries, and nights of stargazing
and reading paperback Westerns. But a
wildfire making its way across the forest
adds unexpected urgency to the journey.
When they hear a man and woman arguing on the fog-shrouded riverbank and
decide to warn them about the fire, their search for the
pair turns up nothing and no one. But: The next day a
man appears on the river, paddling alone. Is this the
man they heard? And, if he is, where is the woman?
From this charged beginning, master storyteller Peter
Heller unspools a headlong, heart-pounding story of
desperate wilderness survival.
Tuesday, July 20, 2021 7:00 PM ONLY
Author Rosemary Gard

Rosemary Gard has spent three
months in Croatia in a village where
she observed the customs and living
habits of her relatives. Rosemary and
her husband, Bob, lived for a year in
Vicenza, Italy while he was with the
army. They have also traveled to Bogota, Columbia in the early 60's.
What started out as a Trilogy of the Destiny books, has
now grown to a series of seven books, each continuing
the story. Even though the books are a continuation,
they are stand alone books and can be enjoyed on their
own. The first book starts out in the Croatian part of
Austria-Hungary in 1892 and continues to the United
States in book three in 1905 and lastly ends up in New
Orleans in 1915 with Stefan's Destiny.

Tuesday, August 17, 2021 How To Walk Away
by Katherine Center
Margaret Jacobsen is just about to step into the bright
future she’s worked for so hard and so long: a new
dream job, a fiancé she adores, and the promise of a
picture-perfect life just around the corner. Then, suddenly, on what should
have been one of the happiest days of
her life, everything she worked for is
taken away in a brief, tumultuous moment. In the hospital and forced to face
the possibility that nothing will ever be
the same again, Maggie must confront
the unthinkable. First there is her fiancé, Chip, who
wallows in self-pity while simultaneously expecting to
be forgiven. Then, there's her sister Kit, who shows up
after pulling a three-year vanishing act. Finally, there's
Ian, her physical therapist, the one the nurses said was
too tough for her. Ian, who won't let her give in to her
pity, and who sees her like no one has seen her before.
Sometimes the last thing you want is the one thing you
need. Sometimes we all need someone to catch us
when we fall.

Tuesday, September 21, 2021
The Library Book by Susan Orlean
On the morning of April 28, 1986, a fire alarm sounded
in the Los Angeles Public Library. The fire was disastrous: it reached two thousand degrees
and burned for more than seven hours.
By the time it was extinguished, it had
consumed four hundred thousand
books and damaged seven hundred
thousand more. Investigators descended on the scene, but more than thirty
years later, the mystery remains: Did
someone purposefully set fire to the
library—and if so, who?
Weaving her lifelong love of books and reading into an
investigation of the fire, award-winning New Yorker reporter and New York Times bestselling author Susan
Orlean delivers a “delightful…reflection on the past,
present, and future of libraries in America” (New
York magazine) that manages to tell the broader story of
libraries and librarians in a way that has never been done
before.

Tuesday, October 19, 2021
The Friend by Sigrid Nunez
When a woman unexpectedly loses her
lifelong best friend and mentor, she
finds herself burdened with the unwanted dog he has left behind. Her own
battle against grief is intensified by the
mute suffering of the dog, a huge Great
Dane traumatized by the inexplicable
disappearance of its master, and by the
threat of eviction: dogs are prohibited
in her apartment building.
While others worry that grief has made
her a victim of magical thinking, the woman refuses to be
separated from the dog except for brief periods of time. Isolated from the rest of the world, increasingly obsessed with
the dog's care, determined to read its mind and fathom its
heart, she comes dangerously close to unraveling. But while
troubles abound, rich and surprising rewards lie in store for
both of them.
Elegiac and searching, The Friend is both a meditation on
loss and a celebration of human-canine devotion.
Tuesday, November 16, 2021 The Secrets We Kept
by Lara Prescott
At the height of the Cold War, two secretaries are pulled
out of the typing pool at the CIA and given the assignment
of a lifetime. Their mission: to smuggle Doctor Zhivago out of the USSR,
where no one dare publish it, and help
Pasternak's magnum opus make its way
into print around the world. Glamorous
and sophisticated Sally Forrester is a
seasoned spy who has honed her gift
for deceit all over the world--using her
magnetism and charm to pry secrets
out of powerful men. Irina is a complete novice, and under Sally's tutelage
quickly learns how to blend in, make drops, and invisibly
ferry classified documents. The Secrets W e Kept combines
a legendary literary love story--the decades-long affair between Pasternak and his mistress and muse, Olga Ivinskaya, who was sent to the Gulag and inspired Zhivago's
heroine, Lara--with a narrative about two women empowered to lead lives of extraordinary intrigue and risk. And at
the center of this unforgettable debut is the powerful belief
that a piece of art can change the world.
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